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It has been a really positive year for Friends of Castle School, and I would like to start by thanking everyone who has supported us over the past year.
One of the highlights this year has been welcoming several new members from the school to the committee. They have brought lots of new ideas and enthusiasm and have made a real contribution to FoC.
We’ve had a successful year of fundraising and have also been extremely fortunate to receive some very generous donations. Castle Fest was a particular highlight, raising £3,275, and together with donations, a total of £12,674 has been raised. This has included significant support from NFU Mutual, The Arts Society Newbury and Bingo Buddies, and we are extremely grateful for their generosity.
Most importantly, the funds available to FoC have enabled us to make a real contribution to the pupils at The Castle School. One of our most significant contributions this year was £10,467.50 towards a new 17-seater minibus.
We’ve also funded and supported a range of other things across the school, including leavers’ jumpers and books, the school prom and leavers’ trip, and two 3D printers. It’s been really rewarding to see the money raised being used in different ways to support pupils and their experiences at school.
We’ve also been looking at how we can strengthen FoC and engage more with parents and families. We asked parents for their views through a questionnaire, introduced a Facebook page and have been working to raise awareness of what FoC does, how people can get involved and, importantly, how the money raised is being used.
Looking ahead, we want to build on the progress we’ve made, continue to grow involvement in FoC and look at further opportunities to raise funds and support experiences and resources for pupils across the school.
Finally, I’d like to thank all our committee members, school staff, parents, families, volunteers, local organisations and everyone who has supported FoC during the year. A huge amount of work and goodwill goes into what we do, and it is very much appreciated.
I’m looking forward to seeing what we can achieve together over the coming year.
Teresa Lennon   
Chair of Friends of Castle 
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